


Brief History of the 
Family Connections 
Program

■ Connections Meetings

■ Family Connections 
Program

■ House Bill 2525

■ Signed into law 2020

■ Administered by Amara



Program Elements
 Connections Meetings
 Peer mentor support
 Focused on building and 

maintaining child and family 
centered relationships.



Who Is Involved?

• Parent – Parent of a child who is currently in foster care
• Caregiver – Foster parent or relative caring for the 

parent’s child while experiencing foster care
• Parent Ally – A parent who has successfully navigated 

the child welfare system and can coach other parents 
involved in child welfare through the steps to reunify with 
their child

• Caregiver Mentor – Current or former foster parent who 
has had relationships with parents while fostering 
children



THE CONNECTIONS TEAM



How It Works

■ Step one: Parents and caregivers each work with a peer 
mentor through the process. Parents are matched with a 
Parent Ally. Caregivers are matched with a Caregiver Mentor.

■ Step two: Parents and caregivers talk with their mentors in 
preparation for the first Connections Meeting

■ Step three: The Parent Ally and Caregiver Mentor work 
together to lead a Connections Meeting where the parent and 
caregiver will meet for the first time. 

■ Step four: Parents and caregivers talk with their mentors 
after the initial meeting to receive additional support.



WHAT IS A CONNECTIONS MEETING?



INDIVIDUAL OPTIONS



Current Location
■ King County Family Treatment Court

Coming Soon…
■ Mason County Family Reunification 

Court

■ Okanagan County Family Treatment 
Court

■ Grays Harbor Family Treatment Court

■ Pierce County

■ TBD



Resources 
Available Now

Family Connections Program Videos 
and Discussion Guide
Family Connections | Amara 
(amarafamily.org)

https://amarafamily.org/programs-resources/parent-and-foster-family-connections/


How can you help?

• Recognize and call out efforts to maintain 
connections for children

• If FCP is available and appropriate, let parents 
& caregivers know about the program 
(www.fcpwa.org)

• Maintain model fidelity

http://www.fcpwa.org/




Birth and Foster Parent Partnership 
Tools

Birth and Foster Parent 
Partnership (BFPP) | CTF 

Alliance

https://ctfalliance.org/partnering-with-parents/bfpp/#:%7E:text=The%20Birth%20and%20Foster%20Parent%20Partnership%20%28BFPP%29%20is,of%20the%20number%20of%20youth%20in%20foster%20care.


FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
WWW.FCPWA.ORG
OR CONTACT
KATIE BIRON, PROGRAM MANGER 
KATIEB@AMARAFAMILY.ORG

http://www.fcpwa.org/


Yuvia’s Story
https://youtu.be/bdTyJUO5Vqw

https://youtu.be/bdTyJUO5Vqw
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