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In a hearing, what do you 
want to know about a child 

or youth’s education?

4



Educational Outcomes for Students in Foster Care
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND

http://theconversation.com/schools-need-advice-on-how-to-help-students-with-reading-difficulties-51399
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


2019-20 Enrollment by Special Education 
and Foster Care Status
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Count 3,463 182,150
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Education 
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Percent Met Standard on ELA SBA by Foster Care Status
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Percent Met Standard on Math SBA by Foster Care Status
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4-Year Graduation Rates
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Why Does 
School 
Matter? 

A positive, stable school experience provides 
structure and nurtures an environment where 
students can learn and grow.

With fewer school disruptions, youth:

• are provided with a familiar setting for 
learning

• remain connected to school peers and 
supports

• are more likely to access appropriate 
coursework, and remain on a path to achieve 
college and career readiness. 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

http://news.schoolsdo.org/2016/08/middle-class-more-likely-to-get-help-from-teacher/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Taken into foster care, through the eyes of a child

https://www.youtube.com/embed/Gb8BGKqVVZM?start=0&end=247


Trauma

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Heart_carved_in_wood.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Discipline Rates by Foster Status
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• What are your reactions to 
the video and data?

• How does it relate to your 
own experience? 
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Key 
takeaway? 

4.29.2020 17
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

https://ggwash.org/view/70280/dc-students-are-more-likely-to-attend-schools-that-are-economically-diverse-than-racially-diverse
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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www.dcyf.wa.gov

Fostering Connections to 
Success and Increasing 
Adoptions Act (2008)

http://www.dcyf.wa.gov/
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The child’s case plan must ensure educational stability while the child is 
in foster care and include:

1.Assurances that the placement takes the child’s current educational setting 
and proximity to school of origin into account; and

2.An assurance that the child welfare has coordinated with local educational 
agencies (school districts) to:

• Ensure the child remains in his or her school of origin; or
• immediate and appropriate enrollment in a new school, with records transferred, 

if remaining in the school of origin is not in the child’ s best interest.



RCW 74.13.550
Child placement—Policy of educational continuity
It is the policy of the state of Washington that, whenever practical and in the 
best interest of the child, children placed into foster care shall remain 
enrolled in the schools they were attending at the time they entered foster 
care.

RCW 74.13.560
Educational continuity—Protocol development
The protocols for making best interest determinations for students in out-of-
home care must be implemented before changing the school placement of a 
student.

RCW 74.13.631
School-aged youth in out-of-home care—School placement options
• The department shall provide youth residing in out-of-home care the 
opportunity to remain enrolled in the school he or she was attending prior to 
out-of-home placement.
• Collaboratively discuss and document school placement options and plan 
necessary school transfers during the family team decision-making meeting

6/8/2021 20

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=74.13.550
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=74.13.560
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=74.13.631








Non-Regulatory Guidance: Ensuring Educational 
Stability for Children in Foster Care

• Every school district is required to 
designate a Foster Care Liaison.

• Schools/OSPI must collaborate with Child 
Welfare Agencies.

• Students remain in school of origin 
unless there is a determination that it is 
not in their best interest.

• Students in foster care are entitled to 
immediate enrollment, even without 
documents normally required.

2015 Every 
Student Succeeds 

Act (ESSA)
Key Provisions for 
Students in Foster 

Care

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/edhhsfostercarenonregulatorguide.pdf


RCW 28A.225.350
Students in out-of-home care—Best 
interest determinations
• Best interest determinations should 

be made as quickly as possible in 
order to prevent educational 
discontinuity for the student

• Every effort should be made to 
gather meaningful input from 
relevant and appropriate persons

• Student-centered factors must be 
used to determine what is in a 
student's best interest

• The student must remain in his or 
her school of origin while a best 
interest determination is made
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.225.350
http://www.baas.ac.uk/usso/reevalconfs/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Best Interest 
Determination (BID)

Who participates 
in BID meeting?

• Case-worker
• School
• Caregiver
• Parents
• Student
• CASA*

| 6/8/2021 | 26

Best Practices: School Selection for 
Children and Youth in Foster Care *Or other relevant party

https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/fostercare/pubdocs/Best_Practices_School_Selection_for_Children_and_Youth_in_Foster_Care.pdf


Best Interest 
Determination
Student-centered Factors, 
e.g.:

• Age
• Length of placement
• Special needs
• Timing in school year 
• Grade level
• Existing connection

| 6/8/2021 | 27

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

http://coolcatteacher.blogspot.com/2012/09/the-captivating-teacher-manifesto.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Non-Regulatory Guidance: Ensuring Educational 
Stability for Children in Foster Care

• Every school district is required to 
designate a Foster Care Liaison.

• Schools/OSPI must collaborate with Child 
Welfare Agencies.

• Students remain in school of origin unless 
there is a determination that it is not in 
their best interest.

• Students in foster care are entitled to 
immediate enrollment, even without 
documents normally required.

Every Student 
Succeeds Act 

(ESSA)
Key Provisions 
for Students in 

Foster Care

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/edhhsfostercarenonregulatorguide.pdf


WAC 246-105-060 
Duties of schools 
and child care
centers

Sec. 1(c)  Any child identified as 
experiencing homelessness under 
the McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Assistance Act 42 U.S.C. 11431 et 
seq., or in foster care under 20 
U.S.C. 6311(g)(1)(E) lacking 
documentation of immunization 
status on or before the first day of 
attendance must be 
immediately enrolled and 
allowed to fully participate 
in all school activities.

| 6/8/2021 | 29

https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-105-060&pdf=true


Immediate 
Enrollment

Immediate enrollment means 
that a child should be 
enrolled in, and attending, a 
new school as soon as 
possible. 
• Appropriate classroom 

placement
• Transportation, if required
• Extra-curricular activities 

(academic and non-
academic)

Enrollment must not be 
denied or delayed because 

documents normally 
required for enrollment have 

not been provided. 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

http://speedchange.blogspot.com/2012_01_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Trauma
• Children and youth come into foster care 

through no fault of their own and have 
experienced abusive and neglectful 
environments.

• Students in foster care have experienced 
tremendous loss.

• Trauma and adverse child and youth 
experiences may impact a student’s 
learning and behavior.

• Upon entering foster care, a child or 
youth works with many child welfare 
professionals.

| 6/8/2021 | 31

Student is 
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new home

School 
delays 

enrollment 

Foster 
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Foster 
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Challenging 
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How Do I 
Find My 
Foster Care 
Liaison? 

Visit the OSPI 
Foster Care 
Education Website

6/8/202132

https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/foster-care


Educational Decision 
Maker

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND

http://theconversation.com/the-way-we-teach-most-children-to-read-sets-them-up-to-fail-36946
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


RCW 13.34.045 - Educational 
liaison-Identification.

Requires an educational liaison 
for students in grades 6-12 to 
be identified at each hearing in 
the dependency process. This 
person should be committed to 
providing on-going educational 
supports for the youth.

| 6/8/2021 | 34
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=13.34.045
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wayne_County_Courthouse_(Nebraska)_courtroom_2.JPG
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Considerations to Assess Educational 
Progress

| 6/8/2021 | 35
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://asiapacificreport.nz/2020/04/01/why-nzs-coronavirus-cases-will-rise-for-weeks-even-in-level-4-lockdown/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Questions to Assess 
Educational 
Wellbeing

1. What learning model 
(remote/hybrid) the youth 
was enrolled in, and when?

2. Was the youth 
engaged/attending school?

3. A youth’s grades in school
4.   Standardized assessments

• Progress vs. educational 
loss in the past year

| 6/8/2021 | 36



For students enrolled in 
special education, pay 
attention to:

1. Completion of the annual IEP 
meeting or any reassessments?

2. Have new educational needs been 
identified and assessed?

3. Were specialized services provided 
to the youth?

4. Has the youth made progress 
toward their IEP goals during the 
past year?

| 6/8/2021 | 37



Looking ahead to school in 
the future…

• What is the educational plan for the student in the 
coming year?

• Will remedial educational or credit retrieval 
opportunities be provided?

• Consider requesting a new IEP meeting in the fall to 
look more closely at how their specialized needs 
may have changed.

• Ensure that youth are properly referred or 
connected to services such as Treehouse, has an 
appointed educational liaison, etc.

| 6/8/2021 | 38
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/mcsdwarken/31805776341
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


The Educational Needs of 
Youth in Foster Care and 
the Impact of COVID-19



On November 20, Treehouse education staff reported on the needs of 1,175 youth we serve:

COVID-19 Impacts on K-12 Students Who Have Experienced Foster Care
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63% of youth served are 
Black, Indigenous or 

People of Color (BIPOC)

Youth served represent 
60% of high school students in foster 

care statewide



Disengaged in School and In Need of Support
› 9% of students are completely disengaged
› 40% of students are only somewhat engaged
› 44% need academic remediation, tutoring or homework help 
› 36% of foster and relative caregivers need more support in meeting their youth’s educational needs 

Special Education Needs Not Being Met
› 6% of students with current IEP/504 Plan have received no accommodations since August 1
› 23% of students with disabilities are receiving inadequate accommodations since August 1
› 7% of students have had special education assessments cancelled or delayed since August 1

Even with COVID-19, Youth Are Highly Mobile
› 22% have experienced at least one placement change since August 1 (2x the rate seen Mar. 15 – June 30)
› 11% have experienced at least one school change since August 1 (2x the rate seen Mar. 15 – June 30)
› 70% of school changes were driven by placement changes

COVID-19 Impacts on K-12 Students Who Have Experienced Foster Care



Basic Needs Not Being Met
› 13% of youth or their caregivers/families need food assistance; 4% have high need  
› 10% of youth or their caregivers/families need housing or rental assistance; 4% have high need 

Technology Needs are Mostly Being Met
› 74% of youth have the device they need to access education; 22% have adequate access to a device
› Only 7 students have no device; 38 students have limited access to a device
› 70% have full access to internet; 24% have adequate access to the internet
› Only 6 students have no access to the internet; 67 students have limited access to the internet

Other Barriers
› 31% of youth have moderate or high need for mental health support
› Significant barriers persist for English Language Learners (11%) and youth w/ caregivers who don’t speak English

COVID-19 Impacts on K-12 Students Who Have Experienced Foster Care
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Education Supports and Resources

Treehouse

Ed Advocacy http://insideca.dshs.wa.gov/intranet/programs/eap.html

Graduation Success- Referrals are automatically made for Eligible youth in participating districts 
https://www.treehouseforkids.org/our-services/eligibility/

http://insideca.dshs.wa.gov/intranet/programs/eap.html
https://www.treehouseforkids.org/our-services/eligibility/
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CARES Act
School engagement is down dramatically during the pandemic, and that’s a threat to 
success now and long-term once the crisis passes.  The Treehouse CARES Project is a 
temporary program funded through the federal CARES Act. This program will pay for 
tutoring and eliminate financial barriers to success in school for both youth in foster care 
and young adults in Extended Foster Care (EFC).

In addition to tutoring, the funding will cover a variety of materials and resources that 
encourage engagement in school, including;
• school supplies and equipment, 
• extracurricular activities, 
• summer school and 
• summer camp.

https://www.treehouseforkids.org/survey-disengagement-school/
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Education Supports and Resources
Chaffee Pandemic Supports

• Education Training Voucher (ETV)- From October 1,2020 to September 30, 2022 the 
maximum award has increased to $12,000.  Apply on http://independence.wa.gov/

• Independent Living- DCYF has set aside funds to support young people who are facing hardships 
due to the pandemic and is currently working with contractors to develop plans. 

http://independence.wa.gov/


What is the 
court’s role?  

| 6/8/2021 | 46



Educational Judicial Bench Card
If any below answer is “no”, or for assistance with adeeper inquiry, see 

supporting information inside.

Does the child have:
1. Current Education Status Documented?

2. School Stability Since Last/Through Next Hearing?

3. Educational History Documented?

4. School Records Being Accessed as Needed?

5. Regular Attendance?

6. Meaningful School Participation?

7. Good School Performance?

8. Needs Addressed for Special Education/504 Evaluation, 
Identification, and Supports, if applicable?

9. Clean Disciplinary Record?

10.Post High School Education Plans (Beginning by Age 14)?

11.A Voice in Education Decisions and Planning?

12.Adult(s) Involved as Advocate(s) for Education?

13.A Clearly Defined Education Decision Maker?

14.Clear Recommendations For, and Findings of, the Court?
© Copyright 2017  ABA Center on Children and the Law, Juvenile Law Center, Education Law Center. Reprints encouraged
with attribution.



Breakout rooms –
What questions can you ask at the 
hearing? How would you revise this 
checklist? Which questions would 
you keep as a “cheat sheet”? 

48



| 6/8/2021 | 49

What new or 
different questions 
do you plan to ask 
about education? 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

http://groundreport.com/how-to-keep-your-business-running-smoothly-no-matter-what/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Contact:
Peggy.Carlson@k12.wa.us

Shanna.McBride@dcyf.wa.gov

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

mailto:Peggy.Carlson@k12.wa.us
mailto:Shanna.McBride@dcyf.wa.gov
https://edm310.blogspot.com/2013_09_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


A note about educational 
outcomes for students in 
foster care…
OSPI and DCYF have established a data 
exchange which allows us to identify all 
students who are in out-of-home care 
under the authority of DCYF. This 
information is used to identify foster care 
students for purposes of reporting and 
service delivery. For reporting, we use the 
rule that if a student is ever in out-of-home 
care within the school year, they are 
designated as foster care for the entire 
school year for the purpose of reporting. 
The one exception to this is graduation 
rate, which looks at a student’s foster care 
status across 9th through 12th grades and 
designates them as foster care if they were 
ever in foster care in grades 9–12. 

6/8/2021 51
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