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Update as to Children
	Baby James
Both children remain placed with their Paternal Grandmother. 
 Result of the baby’s skeletal exam showed no broken bones.  However, Dr. Brown remains concerned about the apparent asymmetrical development of James’ arms.  Given other indications of excessive time lying down (see petition), Dr. Brown is concerned that James’ spends excessive time lying disproportionately on his right side, inhibiting the development of his right arm.  James is at the very low normal range for length and weight, and head circumference is in the 25% range, which is just below the normal range for him (given where he was at birth).  Paternal grandmother reports James is eating well and has gained weight – there is a pediatrics appointment for James in the next week or so.  There are no signs of outward abuse, but the department retains serious concerns about neglect in the form of personal attention from his parents and insufficient nutrition.  During supervised visits, the mother has paid the most attention to the James, although James often still spends significant time in his car seat during visits – especially when the mother is taking time with Jasmine or preparing snacks for the children.
	Jasmine
Jasmine attends the same daycare that she did prior to removal.  Paternal grandmother takes responsibility to get her there, and her attendance has been 100% since placement with paternal grandmother.  Jasmine too appears to have gained some weight since removal and placement with paternal grandmother.  Skeletal exams of Jasmine showed an old and healed broken right arm, with no apparent residual problems.  Mother reports this injury happened when Jasmine was approximately two years old when she fell out of her chair at the dinner table – mother and Jasmine lived in Oklahoma at the time, and this was prior to Mr. Jefferson and the mother getting together.  The mother does not recall the name of the doctor who treated the broken arm, but says it was a public health clinic in Oklahoma City where they lived.  Social worker is trying to track down information about it.  During visits Jasmine is often quiet and withdrawn, according to visit supervisors, and defers to the Mother’s need to spend time with James.  According to visit supervisors Jasmine appears slightly more animated when visiting with mother only, and does not initiate interaction with the father during visits.  The visit supervisor could not say that he detected fearfulness in Jasmine during visits involving the father.
Update as to Parents
Both parents have been very slow to engage in the dependency process, both in terms of working with their attorneys and engaging in services offered by the department.  Mother reported having trouble connecting with her attorney several times of the first month of the case, when she would call the social worker and leave messages saying that no one was talking to her and she did not know what she was supposed to be doing to get her children returned to her.  Admittedly, there was also a delay in transferring this case from CPS investigative social worker and the on-going social worker.  However, since this worker took over the case and met the mother at the 30-day shelter care hearing, this worker has consistently been available to the mother.  Since the 30 day hearing the mother has not sought referrals for services, nor has she sought a meeting with this worker.  During messages that she leaves this worker, usually after hours, she states she doesn’t know why her children were taken from her, especially after the skeletal exam came back “clean”, and generally just asks when the children will be returned.
DNA testing established that Mr. Jefferson is the father of James.  Mr. Jefferson appeared to wait until these results came in to engage in the case, with the exception of intermittently participating in visits with the children.  He too has questioned the reason for the case and removal of the children in messages left for this social worker.  The father has not participated in any services as far as this worker is aware.
Paternal grandmother expressed skepticism about the parents’ ability to “change their ways”.  She states she has talked to the parents about their “hands-off” parenting style that she thinks leaves the children to manage their own time during the day resulting in hours of boredom.  She has seen several beer cans around the house at times, and has come over unannounced and been unsure about the people (“friends”) that were at the house, but she is unwilling to endorse a substance abuse/dependency problem for the father.  She states the father is a good man but just has a hard time “catching a break” since he was laid off his job approximately a year ago.   She states he often gets frustrated by the mother’s lack of drive to manage the household, and occasionally yells at Jasmine more than she thinks is appropriate.  She states she is willing to allow the parents over to the house to see the kids, but is not interested in mediating between the two if they get into arguments.
Alleged Father of Jasmine, Frederick Smith, was served by publication in Oklahoma City, OK.  His whereabouts remain unknown to the department and family.  A default order is anticipated to occur on the same day as disposition for the rest of the family.

